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President’s   Letter   

  

Dear   Charter   100   DC   Members,   

Happy   New   Year!   We   hope   you   had   a   safe,   healthy   and   enjoyable   holiday   season   
and   are   excited   about   participating   in   our   programs   for   2021.     

December   was   a   busy   month,   with   a   Zoom   meeting   featuring   American   baritone   
Michael   Chioldi,   a   virtual   flower-   arranging   experience   with   the   storied   Flower   
School   New   York,   and   our   first   virtual   QuaranTea,   with   cellist   Natalie   Peek   (and   
some   fantastic   hats).     

Looking   ahead,   we   invite   you   to   join   us   for   our   January   19   meeting   with   author   
and   curator   Rebecca   Roberts,   from   the   Planet   Word   Museum,   who   will   talk   about   
the   suffrage   movement.     

We   hope   you   enjoy   this   month’s   newsletter,   with   a   profile   on   featured   member   
Paula   Hantman   Tolle.   Don’t   forget   to   check   out   other   upcoming   2021   events.   We   
look   forward   to   seeing   you   soon!   

    

With   best   wishes,   

Ar�e��   He�s�   

President,   Charter   100   DC   



  

Announcements   

  
● Please   join   us   on   Tuesday,   January   19   from   noon   to   1:30   p.m.   for   a   meeting   

with   author   and   curator,   Rebecca   Roberts.    Click   here   to   RSVP   for   this   event     

Zoom   information   for   this   event   is   as   follows:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2272094566?pwd=dWlRQ3dwQWdXaUtNbmx 
WNXFLK3NDdz09   
Meeting   ID:   227   209   4566   
Passcode:   167992   
Phone   in:   1   301   715   8592   US     
  

● We   love   to   hear   your   ideas!   To   suggest   a   speaker   or   event   for   Charter   100   
DC,   please   email   our   program   and   special   events   committee   co-chairs:   
  

Mini   Campos    minicampos509@gmail.com   
Juliana   Zoto    jmz@jmzoto.com   
Sabina   Fogle    sabinapfogle@gmail.com   
Paula   Hantman   Tolle   hantmans@gmail.com   

   
● As   always,   if   you   have   additions   or   updates   to   the   membership   directory,   

please   email   Alicia   at   charter100dc@gmail.com   
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Charter   100   DC’s   2021   Monthly   Meetings     
  

  

January   19:    Rebecca   Boggs   Roberts,   American   journalist,   author   of    Suffragists   in   
Washington   DC,   The   1913   Parade   and   the   Fight   for   the   Vote ;   Executive   director,   
Planet   Word   Museum.     

  

February   17:    Christine   Gebhard,   chief   executive   officer   for   North   Country   
Community   Mental   Health   (Michigan),   speaker   on   social   justice.   Presentation   
topic:   “The   Public   Mental   Health   System:   Value   and   Challenge.”  

  

March   16:    Amanda   Hirsch,   founder,   Mighty   Forces,   an   organization   that   helps   
women   and   women's   organizations   clarify   and   amplify   their   stories.   Presentation   
topic:   "Why   All   Women   Should   Tell   Their   Stories."   

  

April   20:    Robert   P.   Jackson,   diplomat,   former   U.S.   Ambassador   to   Ghana   

  

May   18:    Melissa   Siegel,   Cooking   with   Edible   Flowers   

  

  

   



  

  

Featured   Member:     

Paula   Hantman   Tolle   
  

“Sometimes   the   most   ordinary   things   
have   such   fascinating   backstories   if   
you   look   for   them.”  

    

If   you’re   looking   for   a   modern-day   Renaissance   
woman,   you   might   look   to   Paula   Hantman   Tolle.   In   

addition   to   having   owned   an   auction   house   and   being   an   expert   appraiser,   she   is   
versed   in   real   estate   and   technology,   performs   as   a   jazz   vocalist,   is   a   photographer   
and   paints.   To   her,   though,   they   are   all   connected.   A   great   line   of   literature,   a   
musical   phrase,   or   the   leg   of   an   antique   chest   of   drawers   are   merely   different   facets   
of   the   human   experience   through   arts   and   objects:   “It’s   all   one   diamond,   it’s   just   a   
different   facet.”   

               When   asked   from   where   her   range   of   artistic   inclinations   might   stem,   
Hantman   Tolle   credits   her   parents.   “My   father   was   a   very   curious   man,”   and   her   
mother   had   “a   lot   of   style,   and   she   sang.”   Hantman   Tolle   grew   up   in   the   suburbs   of   
Detroit,   the   oldest   of   five   siblings.   She   remembers   her   family   life   as   fun-filled.   
“Everyone   had   a   wicked   sense   of   humor,   and   there   was   a   lot   of   action,   always.”   
After   graduating   from   the   University   of   Michigan   and   working   in   the   technology   
field,   Hantman   Tolle   moved   to   Washington,   D.C.,   where   she   and   her   late   husband,   
Michael   Hantman,   lived   and   raised   their   two   sons.   She   went   on   to   work   with   a   
Michigan   technology   contractor,   then   for   the   House   of   Representatives,   and   soon   
co-founded   her   own   computer   company   serving   congressional   information   
management   needs.   She   and   her   family   spent   time   living   abroad   in   the   Netherlands   
and   Singapore.   Her   career   in   the   auction   world   began   after   they   returned.     

She   began   at   C.   G.   Sloans   Auctioneers,   soon   becoming   the   head   of   the   
Furniture   and   Trust   &   Estates   departments,   as   well   as   an   auctioneer.   In   1994,   she   



  

opened   her   own   auction   house,   Hantman’s   Auctioneers   and   Appraisers,   and,   for   
the   next   10    years,   would   go   on   to   sell   numerous   storied   collections   ranging   from   
President   and   Mrs.   Kennedy’s   memorabilia   (an   experience   that   landed   her   on   the   
Today    show)   to   French   Impressionist   artist   Renoir’s   treasure   trove   of   family   
documents   (birth/death   certificates,   letters   and   photographs).   Even   those   sales   that   
contained   no   specter   of   celebrity,   however,   served   as   a   window   into   changing   
tastes,   as   well   as   into   the   families   behind   the   objects,   says   Hantman   Tolle.   She   
conceives   of   each   object   as   being   attached   to   three   different   stories:   the   story   of   the   
object—its   place   in   history   on   the   historical   timeline—the   story   of   how   it   was   
acquired,   and   the   story   of   who   has   owned   it   previously—its   provenance.   
“Sometimes   the   most   ordinary   things   have   such   fascinating   backstories   if   you   look   
for   them.”   

           One   of   Hantman   Tolle’s   most   touching   memories   involved   the   estate   of   a   
judge   whose   family—and   the   inheritor   of   the   estate—was   not   of   great   means.   
Hantman   Tolle   was   invited   to   the   home   to   sell   the   belongings   of   the   late   judge.   As   
she   was   taking   stock,   she   spotted   a   small,   tarnished   piece   of   silver   on   the   floor   in   
the   corner   of   a   room   under   some   old   papers   to   be   thrown   out   and   scooped   it   up   for   
the   auction.   She   only   told   the   family   about   it   after   it   sold—for   $16,500.   It   was   days   
before   Christmas   and   there   were   tears,   Hantman   Tolle   remembers.   The   item   had   
made   a   big   difference   to   the   family’s   security.   

           This   past   October,   she    took   to   the   gardens   of   a   Potomac   estate   to   sing   jazz   
alongside   her   husband   John   Tolle’s   quartet   for   members   of   Charter   100   DC   and   
their   guests   in   an   outdoor,   socially   distanced,   and   livestreamed   event.   The   couple   
did   not   meet   in   the   music   scene.   In   fact,   John   didn’t   know   Paula   sang   until   one   
night,   while   courting,   they   were   driving   back   from   a   jazz   concert   and   Paula   was   
quietly   singing   along   to   Sergio   Mendes’   bossa   nova    The   Look   of   Love    on   the   radio.   
He   swung   around   and   asked,   “Oh,   where’s   that   coming   from?”   

“That’s   how   he   discovered   that   I   sang,”   says   Hantman   Tolle.   

Having   both   lost   their   spouses,   they   knew   firsthand   that   “time   waits   for   no   
man,”   she   says,   and   after   the   chemistry   quickly   blossomed   between   them,   they   
flew   to   Paris   last   year   and   got   married   in   the   Luxembourg   Gardens   in   front   of   the   
Medici   Fountain   described   by   Hantman   Tolle   as   wonderfully   romantic.    “We   



  

thought   we   were   alone   with   our   officiant   and   photographer,   but   behind   us   about   
100   French   people   had   silently   gathered,   and   when   we   were   pronounced   man   and   
wife   our   French   attendees   burst   into   cheers   and   applause   –   as   only   the   French   can   
do!”   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  
Useful   Member   Information   

Charter   100   DC   Website:     www.charter100dc.com   

Website   Password   for   Members   Only/Info:    2021charTer100   

Questions,   Administrative   Assistance:    charter100dc@gmail.com   

  

  
Charter   100   DC   Executive   Committee:     

Arleen   Heiss,   President   
Carol   Whitman,   Vice   President   

Sally   Fowler,   Secretary   
Jackie   Hunt,   Treasurer   

Beverly   Dean,   Membership   Committee   Chair   
Mini   Campos   &   Juliana   Zoto   Efessiou,   Program   Committee   Co-Chairs   

Sabina   Fogle   &   Paula   Hantman   Tolle,   Special   Events   Committee   Co-Chairs     
Gail   Nordheimer,   Arrangements   Committee   Chair   

Gail   Raiman,   Ombudsman   
Barbara   Ciconte,   Past   President   

  

   

The   Charter   100   DC   

www.charter100dc.org   
  
  
  

The   Charter   100   of   Washington,   DC   brings   together   women   of     

outstanding   accomplishments   in   diverse   fields.   

http://www.charter100dc.com/
http://www.charter100dc.com/

