
CHARTER 100 DC
SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
Happy September, Ladies ~

Recently I saw a magnificent paper moon – draped in an ochre veil – high and
proud in the clear night sky – a prescient vision that autumn is near,
neighborhood swim clubs will close for the year, fresh picked apples will stack
on market stands and schools will be fully underway. You know what that
means. In the blink of an eye, the holidays will arrive in rapid succession and
Christmas and Hanukah will be here. Take a deep breath. 

Interspersed throughout this fly-away stretch of time are some great virtual
luncheon programs, thanks to the fine work of our Program Committee. A few
other surprise events are likely to be added to our calendar. Also, to ring in the
December holiday season officially with bells, it appears the Special Events
Committee has identified the perfect venue for one of our favorite Charter 100
events of the year, The Holiday Tea.  Final detail vetting is underway. We just
need Covid to stay in check.

Our September 21 virtual program – Shakespeare and His Influence on Modern
Culture promises to be a fascinating “conversation” with John Andrews, one of
the world’s foremost experts on the Bard.

I hope everyone, their families and loved ones continue to remain safe and
vigilant in the face of Covid resurgence and breakthrough cases. 

Enjoy your Labor Day weekend. I look forward to seeing your smiling faces soon
on Zoom.

Paula Hantman,
President

Paula Hantman Tolle
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 21, 2021: Zoom Event with John Andrews, OBE

Shakespeare and His Influence on Modern Culture and the Dramatic Arts

Please join us on Tuesday, September 21, from 12-1:20 PM at the below link for a special virtual
event with John Andrews, one of the world's foremost experts on the Bard. RSVP here 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2272094566?
pwd=dWlRQ3dwQWdXaUtNbmxWNXFLK3NDdz09
Meeting ID: 227 209 4566 Passcode: 167992

John Andrews is president of The Shakespeare Guild, a cultural organization that presents the
Gielgud Award for Excellence in the Dramatic Arts (a prize to honor Sir John Gielgud and
perpetuate his legacy that was established in 1994 at the Folger Shakespeare Library and has been
presented in such venues as the Barrymore Theatre and Lincoln Center in New York and the
historic Guildhall in London). He hosts Speaking of Shakespeare conversations in collaboration
with the National Arts Club and The Players on Manhattan’s Gramercy Park South. He holds
degrees from Princeton, Harvard and Vanderbilt, and has taught at several universities. Andrews's
publications include two Scribner reference sets on Shakespeare’s world, work and influence and
two editions of the dramatist’s poems and plays, one for Doubleday’s Literary Guild and another
for Orion Books in the UK. 

USEFUL MEMBER INFORMATION

Charter 100 DC Website: www.charter100dc.org
Website Password for Members Only/Info: 2021charTer100

Questions, Administrative Assistance: charter100dc@gmail.com

https://www.charter100dc.org/event-details/john-andrews-of-the-shakespeare-guild
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2272094566?pwd=dWlRQ3dwQWdXaUtNbmxWNXFLK3NDdz09


 When Sally Fowler entered Wellesley College as
an undergraduate, she wasn’t quite set on her
major, but she had a good sense of what she
didn’t want to study. “I specifically refused to ever
learn to type, because I didn’t want to be a
secretary, and now here I am, the secretary of
Charter 100!” Ironic, perhaps, but this is a post
which Fowler—whose professional roster also
includes the positions of vice president of a
commercial bank and university professor—
welcomes. 
  When she first started out, however, things
were a little different. “If you were a woman and
you could type you would be a secretary. I
figured the one way to avoid that was not to have
the skills. And it worked!” Instead, Fowler majored
in economics, graduating in 1968 and moving to
Washington in 1972, when her then husband
took a job in the area and Fowler herself joined
what is now known as Bank of America. She
began her career in commercial banking in the
marketing wing of the field, but segued into retail
administration, eventually landing the position of
vice president. While working, Fowler had started
pursuing an MBA in evening school, but after her
marriage ended, she accelerated the process
and finished as a day student at George
Washington University. Her next career step,
working as a consultant for Deloitte, would draw
from the combination of her experience in
banking and her new degree. 

Fowler spent about a decade with Deloitte,
consulting in various departments, including
strategic planning, operations for financial
institutions and government regulatory
agencies.
   Then came a new chapter in her life, with
several transitions converging at once.
Fowler adopted a child and became a
working mother. Eventually, though, “I
started feeling like it was the 1950s and I
was the dad and the nanny was the mom
and I thought well, I don’t really want to do
all this traveling anymore…” Following a
merger, Fowler left Deloitte, where she had
been promoted to principal. She believed a
career that would offer a better work/life
balance could be found in academia. She
had always liked school. “The secret to that
is if you’re a professor for a field where
there’s an actual outside market for your
services, then you can…get paid decently.” In
order to pursue this track, she and her
daughter relocated to North Carolina and
Fowler obtained a doctorate degree. After
four and a half years at University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, she took a job at the
University of Victoria in British Columbia.

Madam Secretary:
Sally Fowler's
Adventures in Banking,
Academia and Beyond



 Fowler and her daughter spent an enjoyable five
years in Canada, but they sought a more diverse
place to live, and so they moved back to the
United States. 
   Fowler got an offer to teach at American
University and, with her sister living in Arlington,
the D.C. area seemed like an ideal fit. With the
exception of the three years she spent as a
visiting professor at George Washington
University, she’s been at AU ever since. Over the
course of her career, Fowler has seen some
things stay the same in the MBA world (the
metrics), while other things evolve. “There’s
definitely more of an emphasis on social
responsibility although personally I think there
could even be more of an emphasis on social
responsibility.” In 2017, she retired as a faculty
member, but she has been involved with their
online MBA program since its inception. It was
actually through this program that she met 
 Charter 100 DC member Sharon Hadary, who
was teaching at the University of Maryland’s then
University College (now Global Campus). Hadary
introduced Fowler to Charter 100, inviting her to
luncheons. “I was really sort of blown away by
how good the speakers were. Not to mention the
cookies! Not to mention the members! The
women that I met there were so interesting.” It
was also a unique way for Fowler to meet friends
outside of work or her daughter’s school, and
ensured an eclectic variety of professional
backgrounds. 
   While COVID has changed so much about the
world, Fowler’s teaching life has remained a
constant, since she had been teaching online
prior to the pandemic-inspired pivot to remote
programming. There was, however, one
enormous absence for her. Her daughter and
grandson live in Nashville. This was the first place
she visited, as soon as she got vaccinated.

“If you were a woman and
you could type you would
be a secretary. I figured the
one way to avoid that was
not to have the skills. And it
worked!” -Sally Fowler
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